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SUBJECT: LOCAL TENSION RESULTS IN DETENTION OE US CITIZENS 
REF: BEIRUT 15341 

1. DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED OVER HARRASSMENT OF AMERICAN 
CITIZENS REPORTED REFTEL. WHILE WE APPRECIATE EMBASSY’S 
COMMENT THAT THEY ARE NOT TYPICAL OE DAY-TO-DAY TREATMENT 
OE AMERICAN CITIZENS WORKING IN AND VISITING LEBANON, BE- 
LIEVE THESE INCIDENTS ARE SUEEICIENTLY SERIOUS TO REQUIRE 
ACTION ON OUR PART. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD BRING INCIDENTS RELATED REETEL TO ATTEN- 
TION OE SENIOR LEVEL OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. SHOULD BE 
POINTED OUT THAT WHILE WE UNDERSTAND THAT LEBANON HAS BEEN 
GOING THROUGH A PERIOD OE TENSION IN AETERMATH OF RECENT 
ISRAELI RAIDS, USG HAS AN OBLIGATION TO ITS CITIZENS. IS- 
SUANCE OF PUBLIC WARNING TO US CITIZENS TO AVOID TRAVEL TO 
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LEBANON WOULD BE THE SORT OF STEP WE WOULD ROUTINELY TAKE 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

IN THIS CIRCUMSTANCE. WE WOULD PREEER TO AVOID THIS IF 
POSSIBLE, BOTH OUT OF CONCERN NOT TO HURT LEBANESE TOURISM 
INDUSTRY AND NOT TO CREATE PUBLIC IMPRESSION OF INSTABILITY 
IN LEBANON. HOWEVER, PUBLIC WARNING COULD BECOME NECESSARY 
IF INCIDENTS SUCH AS THOSE WHICH HAVE OCCURRED RECENTLY CON- 
TINUE. WE WANT TO ASK GOL'S ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER BE- 
FORE IT BECOMES AN ISSUE IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. BROWN 
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